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Orange rust disease relies on wet
and cool conditions.

Orange Rust on
blackberries, black and
purple raspberries
How to manage orange rust in brambles
Unfortunately until now there is no way to cure

Orange Rust. This disease affects

brambles with orange rust. Once a plant gets

black raspberries and blackberries,

infected it will be infected for the rest of its

turning the undersides of new leaves
orange in the spring. Plants produce

life. Plant will continue to live for many years,

new canes that weak, and thornless.

but it will produce less and less fruit until it

The disease is systemic in the plants,

spreads the fungus to brambles planted next to

returning every year.

them.
Because there is no cure, it is important to

If you had orange rust in the past,
look again in the autumn for

remove and destroy any infected plants. During
the spring specially if weather conditions are

symptoms on buds and newly

cool and wet look trough your brambles for any

emerging shoots.

signs of orange rust . Remove any infected
plants and spray any remaining plants with
fungicide, your local county extension should

Did you know red raspberries are
immune to orange rust?

be able to help you on what type of fungicide
you can use. See our Educational Links for
additional information.
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Both are members of the genus Rubus, are collectively known as brambles. All brambles have
a perennial root system which produces canes that are either biennial (grow for 2 years) or
annual. During the first growing year the canes are vegetative and are known as primocanes.
In the second growing season, the canes become reproductive and bear fruit. Following
fruiting these 2 year old canes, now called floricanes, die. At the same time, the bramble
plant is also producing new primocanes. Under good care the plant will normally grow and
bear fruit for ten years.

Site Selection
Brambles should be planted on deep, well drained
loamy soils. They can be grown on sandy soils if
irrigated. Ninety percent of the bramble root
system is on the top 20 inches of the soil so
proper fertilizer and an ample supply of water is
important. Heavy or poorly drained soil should be
avoided. Your site should also receive full sun and
have a good air drainage. Brambles should not be
grown in an area in which tomatoes, potatoes,
eggplants, peppers or other crops susceptible to
Verticillium wilt have been grown in the past 3-4
years. To avoid getting diseases from wild
brambles, all wild brambles within 600 feet of
your planting should be removed.
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PRUNING
Black/Purple Raspberries:
When black raspberry primocanes (1st year growth) reach about 24 inches, pinch them back to
stimulate lateral branching. At least 4" of the tip should be removed during pinching. Purple
raspberries should be pinched at 30". This may need to be done multiple times during the
growing season as canes grow at different rates. Immediately after fruiting, remove floricanes
at ground level and burn. At the end of the first year, primocanes are branched with long
laterals. These laterals should be supported by trellis wires in early fall as snow tend to break
them off the main cane. In early spring shorten these laterals to remove winter damaged
wood and to maintain berry size. A good rule of thumb is to shorten the laterals back to
pencil diameter. This usually leaves about 6-10" of growth. Very small spindly laterals as well
as any laterals close to the soil surface should be removed.

Fall/ Everbearing/ Primocane Bearing:

To prune Primocane bearing berries for a single, late season crop simply cut them back to the
ground each year in late winter or early spring. It is important to cut canes as close to the
ground as possible so that new buds will break from below the soil surface. If canes are not
cut low enough, fruiting laterals may form on any remaining cane portion. These fruiting
laterals are not healthy and are entry sites for insects and disease. While these varieties can
produce fruit twice a yer, July and again in the fall, the small crop usually does not justify the
added labor involved.

Blackberries:
Erect - When blackberry primocanes (1st year growth) reach about 36 inches, tip them to
stimulate lateral branching. Immediately after fruiting, remove floricanes at ground level and
burn. In early spring, remove any dead or damaged canes and thin remaining canes leaving 56 per linear row. Prune laterals back to approximately 12" or pencil diameter.
Trailing - Tip primocanes when they reach 5' (midsummer) at attach to trellis. In early spring,
remove any dead or damaged canes, and prune laterals back to approximately 12" or pencil
diameter. Immediately after fruiting remove floricanes at ground level and burn. Select the
best 6-8 primocanes per linear row and attach to trellis.

2019 Indiana Berry Planting Guide will be mailed the end of
November, if you have not ordered from us in the past few years
and will like to receive the 2019 Indiana Berry Planting Guide
please request a catalog now visiting our website.
www.indianaberry.com

