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Ficus carica—Olympian fig is a ultra cold hardy fig and absolutely delicious. This fig
produces very sweet fruits with thin purple skin with a red to violet flesh. Discovered
by retired biologist Denny McGaughy, he named it after the city where he found it in
a sheltered location. The hardy Fig Tree does well in a variety of soils, light, sand,
rich loam, heavy clay or limestone. pH should be between 6.0 and 6.5, but require at
least 8 hours of sunlight during the growing season. Cold injury can be reduced by
choosing sites without direct sunlight early in the morning or later in the afternoon.
Begins bearing fruit 2-3 years after planting, plant at maturity reaches 4-8 ft, fruit
ripens July and September. Hardy to zone 6, but is incredibly cold tolerant, reportedly surviving down to zero degrees Fahrenheit, and growing back from the roots at
colder temperatures (Zone 6-10)
*Did you know that fig trees never blossom because the flowers are on the inside,
producing dozens and sometimes hundreds of miniscule seeds that give figs their
unique texture. Figs are high in fiber and a good source of several essential minerals.
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WWW.INDIANABERRY.COM

Everything you need to know on how to harvest asparagus
Asparagus should not be harvested the first year of planting, the following year you may harvest asparagus several times throughout
a three-week period. Two years after planting, the length of harvest can increase to about 4-6 weeks. The thirds year after planting
and thereafter, harvesting can continue for 6-8 weeks. Since the length of harvesting season will vary from year-to-year depending
on air temperature, stop the harvest when the diameter of 3/4 of the spears becomes small (less than 3/8 inch).
Asparagus spears typically start to emerge when the soil temperature reaches 50 degrees F. Growth of asparagus is dependent on air
temperature. Early in the season, 7-9 inch spears might be harvested every 2-4 days. As air temperatures increase, harvesting frequencies will increase to once or twice per day. Harvest asparagus by snapping 7-9 inch spears with tight tips. There Is no need to
cut asparagus below the soil with a knife. This may injure other buds on the crown that will send up new spears. The small stub that
is left in the soil after snapping dries up and disintegrates. A new spear does not come up at the same spot, but from another bud
on the crown. As the tips of the spears start to loosen (known as “ferning out”), fiber begins to develop at the base of the spears,
causing them to become tough. The diameter of the spear has no bearing on its toughness.
One you harvest is complete, snap all the remaining spears off at ground level. To encourage foliage growth for the rest of the
growing season, apply a 10-10-10 or similar fertilizer per 50 feet of row. Now is the time to remove existing weeds, either by shallow cultivation, hand-pulling, or with herbicide according to label directions. New spears will then emerge; fern out, and provide a
large canopy to cover the space between the rows. After plants have gone dormant, late winter, early spring mow off the tops close
to ground, before new growth appears. Do not use salt as a weed killer. It will not harm the asparagus, but it inhibits water penetration in the soil. Also, rains can leach the salt out of the asparagus bed into the rest of the garden, injuring other vegetables that
are less salt tolerant than asparagus.
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3 New Strawberry Varieties
Archer: New variety developed at Cornell University by Courtney Weber. Mid season
variety produces extremely large fruit, with an intense aroma, with bright red skin
and very sweet flavor. Archer hits the sweet spot for local growers who sell in farmers markets, u-pick sites and roadside stands. Archer holds its large size through multiple harvests for two to three weeks. The cold-hardy variety is tough enough to withstand winters, making it suitable for growing in diverse climates throughout New York
as well as in places like Michigan, Minnesota and along the Mid-Atlantic from Maryland
into the Northeast. Archer maybe the largest strawberry ever released at Cornell’s
NYSAES in Geneva New York.
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Red Chief: One of the best all around older commercial varieties, with medium to
large firm berries, excellent variety for freezing. Commercial growers have replaced
with Honeoye & Jewel, but may be a good option for home gardeners who have grown
Surecrop.
Wasatch: New release from Michigan State University, by Dr James Hancock. Wasatch
trails show a paler internal color, similar firmness to Seascape with superior yield,
vigor, fruit size and flavor. Wasatch fruit is not as firm and smaller sized compared to
Albion, but has higher yields, better fruit color and excellent flavor compared to Albion. Intended growing areas include Midwestern and Northeastern USA and Pacific
Northwest.

New for 2018
Pink Currant
Lingonberry
Figs

Spring planting will be here soon, if you have not placed your plant
order yet we encourage you to place your order soon as possible as
some plants are getting limited and or sold out. The sooner you place
your order the better chances you have of getting what you want.
Orders will not be ship until proper time of planting for your zone.
Please Note starting in the month of April order may not be ship same
week you place your order, as every year we experience a high volume
of orders to be ship and orders may take a week or more to be ship,
another reason to place your order now.
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